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Back !
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NEWS

We spent time as a community last year developing
a new district vision and mission, and some
collective commitments, and I would like to share
the final products with all of you.

BAXTER COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION
Empowering all learners to acquire skills for
personal success in an ever changing world.
VISION
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Welcome to the 2022-23 school year! As we begin this exciting new school year,
we would like to extend a special welcome to new students, staff, community
members, and new families to the Baxter Community School District. We are so
excited to have you here and we know you will find the Baxter community to be
a great place to work, live, and raise a family. If you are new to the district,
please feel free to stop by the school anytime and ask questions or just to meet
us. We want to do everything we can to help make the transition to Baxter a
smooth one for you and your family.

Baxter CSD will continue to be a nurturing
community where we unite to focus on growth.
Collaboration between staff, parents, and community
stakeholders will support the mission through:
-Respect, participation, safety, and trust for all
through a foundation of strong relationships
-Dedication to achievement for all learners
through data-driven decision making
-Commitment to personal excellence and the
excellence of our organization
-Unwavering focus on continuous improvement

COLLECTIVE COMMITMENTS
-We will provide a guaranteed and viable
curriculum.
-We will use evidence-based practices and
protocols for all tiers.
-We will implement effective core instruction so
that at least eighty percent of our students attain
proficiency without additional interventions.
-We will expect students to achieve academic,
behavior, and social-emotional standards by
implementing a multi-tiered system of supports.

COLLECTIVE COMMITMENTS CONTINUED
-We will engage in professional learning to
increase our instructional capacity and to impact
student learning.
-The leader in each of us will support the
district?s mission, vision, and commitments by
holding ourselves and others accountable.

Continuing the partnership theme, we encourage
you to get involved in our community and schools.
We have many extra-curricular events in the fall and
we would love to see you there. If you can?t attend in
person, we encourage community members to
follow along with what?s happening with our
students and staff via our social media pages and
our YouTube channel (Baxter Bolts). You can follow
us on social media (Baxter CSD on Facebook,
baxter_csd on Instagram, and @Baxtercsd on
Twitter), and on our website www.baxter.k12.ia.us.

We genuinely look forward to working together with
you, in continuing your child?s education. We
understand the value of this partnership. As a final
reminder, August 23rd is our first day of school. We
will have a two-hour early dismissal Tuesday and
Wednesday the first week of school and normal
dismissals on Thursday and Friday. Enjoy the
remainder of the summer and we will see you in a
couple of weeks.

Dr. Clapper

2022- 2023 Staf f M embers

ADMINISTRATION

CUSTODIANS

Zach Hasselbrink - K-5 Principal

Denny Beal
Bill Hansen - Operations/ HVAC Director

Wendy Anderson - Director of Curriculum,
Instruction, and Assessment , TLC Director

Scott Pierce - Success Coordinator, Activities
Director

Rob Luther - 6-12 Principal

Cassie Applegate-Brummel - Secondary English,
Yearbook, TLSMentor

Sydnee Rose - High School Special Education

PARA-EDUCATORS

Cheryl Russell - K-5 Reading Interventionist, Title I
Reading

Jill Halter

Carolyn McCook

Joe Amadeo - High School Social Studies

Keisha Henson

Barb Schmidt

BUS DRIVERS

Allison Bartholmey -Vocal Music + TAG instructor

Emily Schneider - Middle School Math

Hannah Jones

Anette Sult

Scott Bucklin

Whitney Boaz- PE

Jodie Schabilion - Family & Consumer Sciences,
Health

Lisa Kampman

Amber Tuhn

Kevin Krampe

Amber Langmaid

Jenni Warden

DeAnn Bishop - 1st Grade
Dana Bucklin - 5th Grade
Anna Brown - High School Science, TLS Mentor
Scott Brummel - Middle/ High School Social Studies
Elizabeth Carter - K-12 Art
Amy Christiansen - 4th Grade
Bri Crook - Elementary Instructional Coach
Kristy Dee - 2nd Grade
Travis Dee - Guidance Counselor, Special Programs
Coordinator
Claire DeJong - Kindergarten
Wyatt Eide - 5th Grade
Jamie Flanegan - Band and Choir
Holly Foarde - Middle School Special Education
Rhonda Fridley - K-5 Special Education
Bill Funnemark - Vocational Ag

Chris Smith - High School English, Speech
Spanish (online) - Associate, Stacia Vancise

Samantha Hofmann - Middle/ High School Science
Madison Houge - 3rd Grade
Ashley Jacobs - 3rd Grade
April Kearns - Kindergarten
Kristin Luther - Middle School Reading
Angela Mergen - 4th Grade
Casey O'Roake - 2nd Grade
Greg Pickett - Teacher Librarian, Library Science

Tammy Warnell-Schmidt

Holly Logue

Kyle Stribe - PE
Kyle Teeselink - Business Instructor
Sara Tiedje - School Nurse
Brad Tingley - Directory of Technology

FOOD SERVICE
Tace Clarke, Food Service Director

Katie Stafford - Middle School Language Arts
SUPPORT STAFF

Tammy Schroyer

Deb Gipe - Superintendent's Secretary,
Transportation Director

Jan Quinn

Amanda Moorman - Elementary Secretary

Dennis Quinn
Tasha McPherson

Angie Wesselink - Secondary Secretary

Anna Travis - K-5 Special Education
Shaina Van Beek- Preschool
Dennis Vaughn - Middle/ High School Instructional
Coach
Colby Wagner - High School Math
Lori Warkentin - 1st Grade, TLS Mentor
Tanya Weuve - Substitute Teacher / Paraeducator
Ed Wilson - High School Special Education

Amanda Hoffman - Elementary Counselor
Gabrielle Hoffman - Elementary Counselor

Pam Roush - Facilities Director

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jon Northrup - President
Deb Meyer
Kim Tichy
Cory Robinson
Colette Kunkel
Mickolyn Clapper - Superintendent
Julie McWhirter - Board Secretary, Business
Manager

New Staff M ember Introducti ons
Whitney Boaz: My name is Whitney Boaz. I went to college for undergrad in North Carolina at Greensboro College and
Masters at Morningside College here in Iowa. I have been in Iowa now for 13 years, and I live in Grimes with my husband
and 2 daughters, one is 9 years old going into 4th grade and the other is 6 going into 1st grade. We love the outdoors and
being active. We go biking, walking, swimming, and just hanging out together.
Rhonda Fridley: My name is Rhonda Fridley, and I teach special education. I live in Altoona with my husband Wade. We
enjoy watching horse races during the summer months, hockey in the winter and traveling whenever possible. I am very
excited to meet all of the staff and students at Baxter and watch a little football too :).
Bill Funnemark: I grew up in Wesley, IA, married my high school sweetheart and joined the USAF. After ~4 years in the Air
Force, I came back to Iowa State to finish my B.S. degree in Agronomy. Carol and I moved to Algona where I took a job as
an assistant corn breeder for Funk Seeds. Somewhere along the way we had 3 children, Stephanie, Mickolyn (Dr.
Clapper), and Chad, and picked up my M.S. in Plant Breeding & Cytogenetics from Iowa State. After 20 years working as
a corn breeder, I began teaching computers and science for Iowa Lakes Community College and Corwith-Wesley-LuVerne
high school. I retired in May 2015, planning to live the good life with Carol. I did a long-term sub job for Baxter CSD as a
science teacher. After my wife died, I eventually moved to Altoona and subbed at multiple smaller schools in the area.
So I am not new to Baxter, but this is my 1st year as a real teacher. I might be the new guy but I am probably the oldest
new guy! For hobbies, I watch my grandkids?activities, run marathons (24 of them) and ride my motorcycle.
Scott Pierce: My name is Scott Pierce and I am the new Activities Director, student success coordinator, and strength &
conditioning coach. I will also be teaching one class every day of HS athletic enhancement. I graduated from Grinnell
High School and attended Graceland University where I received my degree in physical education/ coaching. My family
consists of my wife, Hannah, and my two daughters, Hattie and Millie. In my spare time, I enjoy being active working out,
playing golf, and chalking up sidewalk art with my girls.

New Staff M ember Introducti ons Conti nued
Sydnee Rose: Hello! My name is Sydnee Rose and my family and I are new to Baxter as of this summer. I made the
move to Baxter with my husband Chris, our two Golden Retrievers Quinn and Cheddar, as well as a little guy on the way!
We moved from Thornton, Colorado where I taught both elementary and secondary special education. I also received my
Master's Degree in Special Education from Colorado Christian University while I was living there. I am very excited to be
a Bolt!
Chris Smith: I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself to the Baxter Community! My name is Chris Smith, and
I will be entering into my 9th year teaching English. When I am not hanging out with my wife and kids, I enjoy working out,
camping, reading, watching professional football (BEAR DOWN!), and catching up on the latest Star Wars and Marvel
movies and shows. I am looking forward to working within this community and serving the needs of Baxter Community
School!
Kyle Stribe: My name is Kyle Stribe, I will be teaching PE/ Athletic Enhancement and coaching JH football and golf. This
will be my 12th year teaching. I live in Ankeny with my wife and 2 boys. (Tatum age 3, Luka age 1). I enjoy hanging out
with family and friends in my free time along with golfing.
Kyle Teeselink: I completed my Bachelor?s in Management/ HR from Park University in 2004. I received my
Post-Baccalaureate Teaching Certificate from Buena Vista University in 2008 and an MBA from Park University in 2010. I
completed my degree in Educational Administration/ Principal Endorsement from Northwestern College in 2021. I
currently live in Ankeny and moved there last year after 12 years in Eagle Grove. I am married to my wife Sarah, who is a
TAG teacher at Bondurant-Farrar Schools. I have two sons, Luke (23) and Lance (19), who are both serving in the Air
Force. I like to ride bikes and do many types of fitness activities. I enjoy reading, trivia, and Jackbox or board games with
my family. My wife and I love to travel and visit museums and historical sites. I grew up in Wisconsin and follow the
Packers, Brewers, Bucks and Badgers sports teams.
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Whether you are a first-year teacher or a 33-year-old veteran, the start of a new school
year always brings the same excitement and anticipation. A new school year means a
new start with endless possibilities. It is a chance to reconnect. It is a chance to be
involved. It is a chance to make new friends. It is a chance to be a part of something
bigger than yourself. Every school across our country will have a plan to have an
amazing year. Baxter is no different.

What sets us apart in a small way, is who we are and
what we have accomplished in recent years. As many
schools struggled during Covid and during their re-entry
plan, we excelled. Let me say this loud and proud? .This
was because of our amazing students and amazing
teachers! It is not an easy profession right now. The
demands are great, and the student needs are at an
all-time high, yet we continue to succeed. The US and
World News Report ranked Baxter HS the 21st best
school in our state. We are also the top 1A school in the
state by this publication. This is determined by multiple
factors including AP courses, standardized test scores,
graduation rate and others. I am so happy for our
students and staff to be recognized in this small way.
Every survey and data point we look at tells us we are
doing an extremely great job building relationships as
well. With this type of trust between students and staff,
we can grow ALL students at a very high rate. My vision
for this school year is one of improvement. I want us to
reach each and every student. Our free and reduced
lunch rate is 22%. Our minority rate is 5%. Our SPED rate
is close to 10%. These are important to know, but my
goal is to see each student individually and meet their
specific needs. Some students may be going on to a
prestigious 4-year university, some may be going into the
military, and some may go directly into the workforce.
When they leave Baxter CSD, our job is to be sure they
are prepared academically, socially, and emotionally! One
of my favorite sayings I use frequently is, ?You are either
getting better or getting worse, no one stays the same.?
Growing students sounds great in a newsletter. There is
so much that goes into a student?s progress. I feel like
the model is a triangle. 3 sides that support each other.
Our triangle is school, student, and home. It really takes
all of these working together. I encourage all of you to
have open, frequent, and honest conversations with all of
your student?s teachers. The thought process of, If you
do not hear from them, everything must be fine, is not
good. I was that exact parent too often. Be an advocate.
Ask questions. Understand what is happening in each
course your student is taking. They will spend 125 hours
this school year in each class.

You can sit back and say, ?I am just glad they
aren?t on video games or social media.?Or you
can work with the other 2 sides of the triangle
and say, ?let?s get better!? You are either getting
better or getting worse, no one stays the same.
We will have many new faces this year teaching
our students. That is so exciting for me and will
be for our students as well. I believe the most
important thing any school administrator can
do is hire good people. This allows the starting
point of any organization to be better and
positive growth will happen more rapidly. We
have hired 7 new teachers. ALL of them come in
with successful teaching experience. We have
hired a very veteran group of new teachers to
Baxter. I am excited to begin working with them
as well as have students and parents get to
know them.
-The best teachers are the ones who tell you
where to look, but don?t tell you what to see!The 2022-23 school year at Baxter has a chance
to be something incredibly special in the
classrooms, on the athletic fields, and in our
fine arts and other extracurricular groups. Our
football motto this year is, ?Taking the Next
Step!? This should be the focus with all of our
groups and classes. We know we have helped
Baxter be very good in so many areas. Why not
be the best?! We have the students, teachers,
coaches, and parents to do this. Being a Bolt is
something to be proud of. Our school is a place
we should be proud of.
As always, this is your school. It is a community
school. Come up and see all the awesome
things that are happening. Come see a game or
concert. Walk the halls and take a tour. I even
invite you to sit in a class or have lunch. Baxter
is OUR school and it is an amazing place to be!
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BE PERFECT TO BE
GREAT!
Mr. Luther

All our teachers are committed and passionate about
the growth and success of our students
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Welcome Back, Students! It is hard to believe that our summer has come to an end. I hope that
you all found opportunities to explore and spend time with your friends and families. I will
certainly miss my late evenings at Chad Flora Field taking in some Baxter Rec. softball and
baseball but look forward to Friday night lights at the complex.
I feel I should start by introducing myself to you all, as I am transitioning into the Baxter
Elementary Principal role. I am Zach Hasselbrink and I have worked in various positions at
Baxter CSD for the past ten years. I started as a classroom teacher, teaching 4th-6th grade at
Baxter Elementary for six years, then took a role as the PK-5 Instructional Coach for the past
four years, as well as, spending time as a co-activities director. I am also the head boys
basketball coach and assistant football coach at Baxter High School.

We do have some changes to the elementary staff, and
we are excited for each to join our elementary team.
I live in Baxter with my wife, Rachel, daughter Sloan (4th grade), First, you will notice a new voice when you call into
and son, Josey (Kindergarten). I am excited to help lead the
school or come in to visit. Mrs. Amanda Moorman is our
elementary to continued growth and success. We have
new Elementary Secretary, she is eager to get to know
outstanding teachers at Baxter with a supportive community,
the parents and students of Baxter Elementary and help
and I am excited for all the students to flood the elementary
support teachers in their everyday needs. Also, Mrs. Bri
halls for our back-to-school journey.
Crook is taking a new role as our PK- 5 Instructional
As I mentioned, I have been a part of Baxter Elementary for ten Coach. She will be a valuable resource to our teachers
and will bring great perspective and insight to our many
years and am extremely proud of the work that we have
teams at Baxter. Finally, Angela Mergen will be our new
accomplished together through the years, but with that
4th-grade teacher working alongside Mrs. Christiansen.
experience comes a commitment to continuous improvement
Ms. Mergen has worked in our district previously in a
and growth. As educators, we strive to model lifelong learning
and each year we encounter new challenges and opportunities, variety of roles, and we are excited to have her lead her
my hope is that we continue to learn from our experiences and own classroom. With this addition, Mrs. Jacobs will
build on our successes. I truly believe that we have some of the move from 4th-grade teacher to 3rd-grade teacher to
best teachers at Baxter, who dedicate themselves to creating a fulfill her passion for supporting our younger learners.
learning environment that will bring out the best in all our
One exciting opportunity we will be engaging in at the
students. Each teacher purposefully plans for the unique needs Elementary this year is our intent to provide a copy of
of individual students and collaborates with colleagues to
Summer According to Humphrey by Betty Birney. We will
provide engaging learning opportunities for consistent,
have an assigned chapter and reading schedules once
high-level learning. Our teachers are proud and passionate
school starts, but this will offer a school-wide reading
about creating learning experiences that will lead to future
source to encourage discussion in the classroom and
success both in and out of the classroom.
reading at home.
We pride ourselves on creating strong and lasting relationships
at Baxter and personally, it has been great to connect with
former students and players over the summer to see where life
has taken them and share old stories. Relationships are the key
to school success and we will continue to emphasize the
importance of creating caring and supportive relationships in
our classrooms on a daily basis. Our staff is committed to
providing high expectations for all students and we have
implemented important systems to ensure all students have
access to support based on their individual needs. We will
continue to have an unwavering commitment to the success of
all our students.

We are all extremely excited to have students back in
the building and continuing to learn and grow. I am
proud to live in this district and community, and I will
continue to strive to make Baxter Elementary the best
place to send our children. Our teachers and
paraprofessionals are among the best and we will
continue to support the individual needs and provide
exceptional opportunities for all of our students. I look
forward to meeting you all and please do not hesitate to
reach out with any ideas, questions, or comments
regarding school. You can reach me at school
(641-227-1121), by email
As a building and district, we have made significant progress on (zhasselbrink@baxter.k12.ia.us), or by simply stopping
our collaborative teaming in an effort to ensure we carry out our in. It will be a great 2022-2023 school year.
district mission and core values. Over the next year, our building
has enlisted a PLC (Professional Learning Communities)
Thanks,
?Coach? that will help evaluate our current systems, while
strengthening our collaborative conversations and processes.
Mr. Hasselbrink
Our goal is to make consistent and systematic growth in our
PLC process, by ensuring we are providing daily access to
high-quality instruction with an emphasis on student learning.

Seniors (Class of 2023)

Counsel or's Corner
Mr. Travis Dee
Secondary School
Counselor
641-227-1205

What colleges are you applying to? Have you started sending your applications to these colleges? College
applications should be received by the colleges you wish to apply to no later than the middle of November.
This will allow you to be eligible for their scholarship opportunities. Your future is now. Begin the planning
process.
The ICAN website is a great resource for students and parents as you begin planning for your future. Please
visit: www.icansucceed.org
Juniors (Class of 2024)
When do you plan to take the ACT test? Juniors may test at any time during their junior year. ICAN
recommends that 11th graders take the ACT test at the end of their junior year after completing the majority
of the core course work for the year.

tdee@baxter.k12.ia.us

2022-2023
Welcome back Baxter Bolts! Counselor?s Corner will provide information related to the
personal/ social, academic, and career development of our students. The counseling
department provides services to students, parents, school staff, and the community in
the following areas: core curriculum, individual student planning, and responsive
services.
New ?School Year? Resolution
Approaching a new school year is exciting. It is a true new beginning. Like January 1,
August 23 brings teachers and students an opportunity to set goals for the upcoming
year. Many of us have set New Year?s Resolutions such as exercising more, losing
weight, and getting organized. The beginning of a school year provides an opportunity to
reflect. Sixth graders - find something you love and get better at doing it. Freshman putting effort into your classes will pay off. Your grades do matter and can affect future
planning. Seniors - it is not too late. Make the most of your senior year. Try something
new. Get involved in the school and make memories. Goal setting helps give students
purpose in their day-to-day activities. Jared McCain is a top-ranked high school
basketball player in the country. In eighth grade, he created a ?dream board? that
included his goals for his time in high school. Jared is entering his senior year and has
committed to playing college basketball at Duke. He has been focused on reaching his
goals for years. Goals are important to set. However, they are just words without the
time commitment it takes to achieve your true potential. Baxter students, consider your
new ?school year? resolutions.
BHS Silver Cord Program
Promoting service and leadership is important to Baxter High School. The Silver Cord
program recognizes students who give back with a distinguished volunteer service
award. This award is available to high school students who earn an average of 40 hours
of volunteer work each year in high school. High School students interested in pursuing
this goal, please make contact with Mr. Dee as well as look for volunteer opportunities in
our school and community.

Schedules for 6-12 students are available online using the student/ parent login for JMC. All 6-12
students will receive paper copies of their schedule on the first day of school. Any student or
parent who has questions about schedules, please feel free to contact Mr. Dee at 641-227-1409 or
tdee@baxter.k12.ia.us.

Congratul ati ons to th ese students!
These young poets will be
published in the Lyrical Iowa
poetry anthology this fall.
-

STUDENT
NEWS

-

Avery Wonders, 3rd place,
7th grade
Claire Kucera, 4th grade;
Avery Whaley, 4th grade,
2nd honorable mention;
Lydia Tichy, 2nd grade

Congrats also to Luci Kucera and Lyla Douglas, who received an honorable mention in the
National Federation of State Poetry Societies Poetry in the Classroom contest.

Noet ic M at h
We had a banner year for
participants in the Noetic
Math contest! These
students either participate
in enrichment math with
Mrs. B or were
recommended by their
teachers. Those with
ribbons achieved the
National Honor Roll,
meaning they scored in the top 50% of all participants
nationally. Those students were Sam Wilhelm, Olivia Parrie,
Victor Sponheimer, Derek Rominger, and Colten Damman, all
participating at the 6th grade level test. Our local high scorer
was 6th grader Colten Damman.

Sch olast ic Har dest M at h
Ch allen ge
Camryn Russell, Katt Wing, and Victor
Spohnheimer were all correctly answered the
first round of this contest and were invited to
participate in the second round. They showed
their prowess in solving a complex problem
and explaining their process.
Many thanks to those who attended and helped with the chess tournament for Mr. Amadeo.
We had 35 participants and raised $300!

Fall sports seasons are just around the corner. Students, please make sure you have taken care of
your physicals, concussion testing, and consent forms ASAP if you have not already. If you have
questions about these forms, please contact your coaches or Angie Wesselink
(awesselink@baxter.k12.ia.us) in the high school main office.

A THLETI C
NEWS

Baxter is officially moving schedules to Bound! Please consider downloading the Bound app
(pictured below) to follow schedules, updates, scores, and more or by going to their website at
https:// www.gobound.com/ ia.
Another reliable source that staff, parents, and
students may use to find updated schedules are
through our district's google sheets document.
These sheets are always 100% up to date so they
will show cancellations and postponements.
Below is the direct link.
Fall Sports Schedules:
https:// docs.google.com/ spreadsheets/ d/ 1mgW
D3vclRXzYxH7jhwGFB7PAG2XTd351FCEjq2c5z
uI/ edit#gid=0
Hall of Fame nominations are open. Below is the
direct link to the form. Please hand in all
completed nomination forms to the high school
main office. This year's Hall of Fame game will be
on December 20th vs GMG.
HOF Nomination Form:
https:// docs.google.com/ document/ d/ 1R0U7l_
Xg8_GQyNrmjY863qqrsW2CXA21eXRUmQC
NTII/ edit
If you have any questions about physical forms or
schedules, please contact Scott Pierce spierce@baxter.k12.ia.us
Good luck to all of our fall sports teams as they
begin practices and competitions. Come out and
support your fall sports programs!
GO BOLTS!

Superintendent of Schools, or by calling 641-227-3102.

Zach Hasselbrink

BAXTER COM M UNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT --- PARENT/ GUARDIAN NOTICE SECTION 504 OF THE
REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination against persons with a disability in
any program receiving federal financial assistance. In order to fulfill obligations under Section 504, the
Baxter Community School District has the responsibility to avoid discrimination in policies and practices
regarding its personnel and students. No discrimination against any person with a disability should
knowingly be permitted in any of the programs and practices of the school system.
The Baxter Community School District has the responsibilities under Section 504, which included the
obligations to identify, evaluate, and, if the student is determined to be eligible under Section 504, to
afford access to appropriate educational services.
If the parent/guardian disagrees with the determination made by the professional staff of the school
district, he/she has a right to file a grievance and to a hearing with an impartial hearing officer.
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) also specifies rights related to educational records.
This Act gives the parent or guardian the right to:
1) Inspect and review his/her child?s educational records; 2) Make copies of these records; 3) Receive a list
of the individuals having access to those records; 4) Ask for an explanation of any item in the records; 5)
Ask for an amendment to any report on the grounds that it is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the
child?s rights; and 6) A hearing on the issue if the school refuses to make the amendment.
If there are questions, please feel free to contact the Equity/Section 504/ADA Coordinator for the State St.,
Baxter, IA 50028, (641) 227-3103.
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