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Another school year is under way, and we are off to a great start! The fall has been busy with activities and 
academics, and it is hard to believe we are through one quarter of the school year. As we approach the late fall 
and winter months and families start to prepare for the holidays, we also want to remind our community of 
another important part of November: elections. While we may be growing tired of seeing the non-stop political 
ads aired on social media, television, and radio, the implications of each election have an important impact on 
public schools. As always, we encourage our community to research candidates and their positions and vote for 
those that align with each person?s own values and beliefs.

October is also the month where school districts certify their enrollment. That process has changed slightly this 
year, as schools will have two enrollment counts, one in October and one in January. School districts will then 
receive funding on the average of those two counts. For the second straight year, we have some extremely 
exciting news about Baxter?s enrollment as we have seen an increase of 20 students in our district!! This is truly 
fantastic news as over 70% of the school districts in the state are experiencing declining enrollment, and we are 
one of the few who are seeing an increase in families choosing our district. We have also now seen two 
consecutive years of increased enrollment which is even more exciting. I truly believe that this is a testament to 
the work our teachers and staff do on a daily basis as well as the great things the community has to offer.

As we approach the holiday season, I want to remind our families of some important dates. Our Thanksgiving 
break this year will begin with a 1:35 PM dismissal on Tuesday, November 24th, and students will return to school 
on Tuesday, December 1st. Our winter break will also begin with a 1:35 PM dismissal on Tuesday, December 
22nd, and students will return to school on Tuesday, January 5th. We are excited to transition from all of our fall 
activities into a busy winter season of activities and academics.

As always, I want to thank all of our families and our community for the continued support of Baxter schools. We 
greatly appreciate and encourage continued family and community involvement in everything we do at Baxter. It 
is an exciting time to be a Baxter Bolt! Thanks for making Baxter a great district and community!

Educationally,

Chris Petersen

Superintendent
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Fall is upon us and the school year is flying right along! Homecoming has now come and gone and another great 
experience was had by all. The feedback I received from Homecoming and the multitude of activities we have 
kids participate in during that week was very positive. We?re always looking for new and exciting ways to build our 
culture at Baxter!

By the time you read this - family and teacher conferences will have come and gone. With the new grading system 
we have in the secondary building - there have been a variety of different questions and concerns. That said, 
please continue to reach out as questions arise. JMC is a great communication tool to relay scores and what has 
happened or may be upcoming, however  it doesn?t give the full story. Communication goes a long way to help our 
students be successful. 

Winter activity sign-ups are currently underway for both middle school and high school sports and a variety of 
activities. We continue to encourage our students to be involved in things that gather their interest! Even if a 
student isn?t sure that they want to participate in something, I hope all will at least inquire about new things. It?s a 
great time to be a Bolt!

 This next part I will discuss has been a consistent topic of emphasis for me since I have started here. I?ve said 
this before and I will keep saying it always, our school and community partnership is truly outstanding. There are 
times I have to connect with families about occurrences that are not on the greatest terms. However, the ability to 
discuss complex issues and problem-solve to find solutions for our students is second to none at Baxter. That 
truly comes back down to all of you! Your support is unparalleled and truly appreciated!

Thank you all for everything you do for this great school district!

Clay Harrold

6-12 Principal







Counsel or 's Cor ner
Mr . Tr av is Dee
Secondar y School  Counsel or
 641- 227- 1409
t dee@baxt er .k12.ia.us

Welcome to Counselor's Corner. This newsleter highlights opportunities, important dates, and 
activities that support our students' personal/social growth, academic succes, and career 

development. 

The Baxter counseling department works with students, families, staff, and community members 
to help every student succeed. Through classroom guidance, individual student planning, and 

responsive services, we strive to help students discover their strengths, overcome challengers, and 
prepare for what comes next. 

FAFSA Assistance Night : Let 's Make Col l ege Mor e Af f or dabl e
tuesday, oct. 27 th   4-7pm  in the baxter  publ ic  l ibrary

Are you a Baxter High School senior, a Baxter graduate currently attending college, or the parent of 
one of these students? Need help completing the 2027?2028 FAFSA?

You're invited to join us for a FAFSA assistance event! Representatives from ICAN (Iowa College 
Access Network) will be available to help families complete the application and answer questions 

about paying for college.

Why complete the FAFSA?

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is an important first step in accessing 
financial assistance for college. Regardless of family income, completing the FAFSA can help 

students determine their eligibility for:

- Grants that may not need to be repaid
- Work-study opportunities to help pay college expenses
- Federal student loans
- College and state financial aid programs

Don't assume your family won't qualify! Many colleges use FAFSA information when awarding their 
own financial aid, so completing the application may open doors you didn't know were available.

Mark your calendar and take advantage of this opportunity to get one-on-one assistance from 
ICAN experts.

Hel ping  st udent s gr ow, achieve, and  pl an 
f or  t heir  f ut ur e. 



bhs silver  cor d pr ogr am
Small acts of service can make a big impact!

The Baxter High School Silver Cord program recognizes students who demonstrate leadership, 
compassion, and a commitment to serving others through volunteer work.

Students who complete an average of 40 hours of volunteer service each year during high school earn 
special recognition through the program.

Looking for ways to get involved? Consider volunteering through school organizations, helping with 
community events, assisting local organizations, or finding other meaningful ways to give back.
Volunteering is more than earning hours. It's an opportunity to build leadership skills, explore 

interests, meet people, and make a positive difference in our community.
Interested in earning your Silver Cord? Contact Mr. Dee to learn more about program requirements, 

tracking your service hours, and finding volunteer opportunities.
Let's continue to show what it means to be a Bolt by serving others!

 

Test Date
Regular Registration 

Deadl ine
Late Registration Deadl ine

Photo Upload /  Standby 
Deadl ine

December 12, 2026 November 6, 2026 November 29, 2026 December 7, 2026

February 27, 2027 January 22, 2027 February 9, 2027 February 22, 2027

April 10, 2027 March 5 2027 March 23, 2027 April 5, 2027

June 12, 2027 May 7, 2027 May 25, 2027 June 7, 2027

July 10, 2027 June 4, 2027 June 24, 2027 July 5, 2027

2026- 2027  ACT TEST DATES

ACT Tips f or  St udent s
- Register early! Meeting the regular deadline can help you avoid late fees.
- Prepare ahead of time. Give yourself time to review content and practice test-taking strategies.
- Know your college's requirements. Admission and scholarship policies vary by institution.
- Check the details. Registration, fees, test locations, and requirements are available at ACT.org.

A little planning now can make a big difference as students prepare for their next step after high school!

https://www.act.org/
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It?s been a great start at Baxter Elementary; our students and staff have jumped right into the work 
and are already seeing optimistic data. This week we brought in families to share the progress of 
students at our fall parent-teacher conferences. The beginning of school always brings different 
feelings; we understand these feelings in our students and families and aim to prioritize 
relationship building. During the first few weeks of school, our students learn and engage in 
demonstrating appropriate behaviors in our common areas. This creates a school-wide 
understanding of the accepted behaviors and expectations in and around school. The common 
understanding drives our behavior protocols and provides clarity to students and staff alike. In each 
classroom, our teams create social contracts for agreements of behavior specifically related to the 
learning environment. These contracts help provide easily understandable agreements, 
peer-to-peer, peer-to-adult, and adult-to-peer. These initial expectations and routines help establish 
a consistent and clear culture for the entire school year. Alongside these routines, you will always 
see staff greeting students at their classroom door, sharing ?good things? as part of the 
relationship-building process, and intentional/  purposeful conversations regarding classroom 
expectations. 

 As part of our initial weeks of school, we include instruction and modeling of kindness, respect, 
and responsibility. We have daily and weekly time set aside for learning about important character 
traits of kindness, respect, responsibility, gratitude, empathy, perseverance, honesty, cooperation, 
courage, and creativity. Each month, one of these words will be emphasized and instructed upon. 
We celebrate our learning and application of these characteristics each month at our Baxter Way 
assembly. Students clap, cheer, and encourage each other for their positive impacts, and then we 
always celebrate with a school-wide acknowledgment. You can always follow along with our fun 
and daily happenings on our Baxter Elementary Facebook page.

f r om



Our Big Bolt/  Little Bolt program is successfully underway. This program pairs a high school ?big? with an 
elementary ?little,? and they meet weekly to build trusting relationships throughout the district. This week, this 
program was an integral part of the tree planting at Giese Park. It has been a successful and impactful program 
that we embrace. Also, we have some high school students observing and helping in our elementary classrooms. 
These positive partnerships help support our elementary classrooms and provide quality experiences for our high 
school students. 

At Baxter Elementary, we recognize that we must work together to achieve our goals. That is why we make 
collaboration a daily prioritized task. Teachers plan for instruction and assessment, analyze assessments and 
classroom data, and make decisions about improving instruction and student learning. Collaboration is powerful 
work that will continue moving our school forward, and our teachers have adopted it as a common practice. Our 
focus will be to utilize our collaborative efforts to ensure that our data reflects our collective hard work and is 
used to set goals and make decisions to ensure student growth and success. This also means partnering with 
families to ensure consistent growth. Reading at home and engaging in academic conversations are essential to 
educational development and success. 

Importance of reading at home:

- Language Development: Reading exposes students to a wide range of vocabulary and helps improve 
language skills and comprehension.

- Critical Thinking: Critical thinking and problem-solving are ingrained in analyzing stories, characters, and 
plots.

- Academic Achievement: Strong reading habits improve academic success in multiple subjects.
- Imagination and Creativity: Through books, students must creatively imagine different places, worlds, or 

scenarios. 
- Bonding Time: Reading creates bonding experiences and strengthens relationships at home.

Please help support your child at home by setting a nightly reading routine. Ask them open-ended questions 
about their reading or the stories they read in school. Model fluent reading to them or have them read to you. We 
try our best to celebrate every academic achievement here at school, but as you see your child learn and grow, 
celebrate and encourage them from home. We know we have loving and supportive families at Baxter. We aim to 
partner with our families to help students reach their full potential and dreams. 

Our teachers have been working hard to set routines and powerful learning experiences. I always appreciate their 
collective efforts to do what is best for all our students. I also want to highlight the work of our paraprofessional 
staff. They make learning possible every day. Our tremendous team of dedicated professionals makes this 
school a special place to work and learn. If you ever need anything, please feel free to reach out. You can reach 
the elementary office at 641-227-1121 or email me directly.

Zach Hasselbrink

PK-5 Principal
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Act iv it ies



Fine   Ar t s  t his   Fal l
Dec. 17th - Elementary/ MS/ HS Winter Concert

Kindergarten-2nd Grade (5:00-5:30) 
3rd Grade-5th Grade (5:45-6:15) 
6th Grade-8th Grade (7:00-8:00) 
9th Grade-12th Grade (8:00-9:00)

 
Post   Season   f or    Fal l   Spor t s
Good Luck to all of our Fall Athletic Teams as they entered postseason competitions.

Vol l eybal l

Oct. 19th VB First Round Regional at Baxter

Oct. 21st VB Second Round Regional at Cedar Ridge Christian 

[Great season, Bolts!]

Cr oss   Count r y
Oct. 22nd State Qualifying Meet

[Please see results on the next page! Much to celebrate EIGHT Bolts heading to State!]

Oct. 30th State XC Meet: 1A

Dance
Oct. 22nd- State Solo Qualifier at Pella

[Division I Ratings: Briah Mortenson, Gwen Tichy, Tayler Iverson, & Sydney Hibbs]

[Top 10 Finalist + State Solo Qualifier: Sydney Hibbs]

Swimming  &  Div ing
Oct. 23rd- Conference Diving  Meet

Al l  sports schedules can be found via https://www.gobound.com/ ia/schools/baxter 

Please fol low our Baxter Bolts Athletics Facebook page for al l  BCSD affil iated posts and announcements! 
 











BAXTER COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT --- PARENT/GUARDIAN NOTICE SECTION 504 OF THE 
REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination against persons with a disability in any 
program receiving federal financial  assistance. In order to fulfill obligations under Section 504, the Baxter 
Community School District has the responsibility to avoid discrimination in policies and practices regarding its 
personnel and students. No discrimination against any person with a disability should knowingly be permitted 
in any of the programs and practices of the school system. 

The Baxter Community School District has the responsibilities under Section 504, which included the 
obligations to identify, evaluate, and, if the student is determined to be eligible under Section 504, to afford 
access to appropriate educational services.

 If the parent/guardian disagrees with the determination made by the professional staff of the school district, 
he/ she has a right to file a grievance and to a hearing with an impartial hearing officer.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) also specifies rights related to educational records. 
This Act gives the parent or guardian the right to: 

1) Inspect and review his/her child?s educational records; 2) Make copies of these records; 3) Receive a list of 
the individuals having access to those records; 4) Ask for an explanation of any item in the records; 5) Ask for 
an amendment to any report on the grounds that it is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the child?s rights; and 
6) A hearing on the issue if the school refuses to make the amendment. 

If there are questions, please feel free to contact the Equity/Section 504/ADA Coordinator for the State St., 
Baxter, IA 50028, (641) 227-3103.
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